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My	
  name	
  is	
  Neal	
  Raisman.	
  In	
  2005,	
  I	
  was	
  the	
  father	
  of	
  two.	
  
Today,	
  I	
  am	
  the	
  father	
  of	
  one.	
  On	
  the	
  morning	
  of	
  September	
  27	
  
My	
  youngest,	
  my	
  son	
  Isaac	
  woke	
  with	
  a	
  headache	
  and	
  was	
  
dead	
  of	
  meningitis	
  by	
  4:30	
  the	
  same	
  day.	
  I	
  found	
  his	
  body.	
  	
  He	
  
had	
  less	
  than	
  12	
  hours	
  from	
  the	
  time	
  he	
  told	
  us	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  
headache	
  until	
  he	
  died.	
  A	
  vaccine	
  would	
  have	
  prevented	
  his	
  
death.	
  	
  

It’s	
  an	
  epidemiological	
  story	
  you	
  all	
  know	
  too	
  well,	
  but	
  it’s	
  a	
  
personal	
  story	
  I	
  never	
  wanted	
  to	
  know.	
  

Today	
  I	
  am	
  here	
  as	
  a	
  spokesperson	
  for	
  the	
  Global	
  Healthy	
  Living	
  
Foundation,	
  and	
  together	
  we	
  are	
  asking	
  this	
  committee	
  to	
  
endorse	
  the	
  FDA	
  labeling	
  recommendation	
  for	
  broad	
  
immunization	
  to	
  prevent	
  invasive	
  disease,	
  death	
  and	
  physical	
  
devastation	
  caused	
  by	
  Neisseria	
  meningitidis	
  serogroup	
  B.	
  for	
  
individuals	
  10	
  through	
  25	
  years	
  of	
  age.	
  

My	
  appearance	
  here	
  today,	
  and	
  your	
  committee	
  meeting,	
  could	
  
not	
  come	
  at	
  a	
  more	
  immediate	
  time.	
  Lauren	
  Jones,	
  a	
  student	
  at	
  
the	
  University	
  of	
  Oregon	
  added	
  her	
  name	
  to	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  those	
  
who	
  have	
  died	
  of	
  meningitis.	
  	
  UC	
  Davis	
  student	
  was	
  also	
  



diagnosed	
  in	
  February	
  and	
  others	
  in	
  Tennessee,	
  Washington	
  DC	
  
and	
  Rhode	
  Island.	
  ..	
  These	
  schools	
  now	
  see	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  a	
  
vaccine	
  to	
  be	
  available	
  to	
  all	
  their	
  students;	
  not	
  just	
  the	
  ones	
  
who	
  can	
  afford	
  it.	
  Since	
  the	
  FDA	
  approved	
  the	
  vaccine	
  for	
  
meningitis	
  strain	
  B	
  in	
  November,	
  2014,	
  	
  people	
  have	
  died.	
  	
  

Did	
  they	
  die	
  because	
  the	
  ACIP	
  didn’t	
  act	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  vaccine	
  
available	
  to	
  all?	
  Perhaps.	
  Although	
  the	
  vaccine	
  was	
  available	
  to	
  
those	
  who	
  could	
  afford	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  it,	
  without	
  your	
  
recommendation,	
  as	
  you	
  know,	
  insurance	
  companies	
  and	
  
Medicaid	
  won’t	
  cover	
  the	
  cost.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  difficult	
  to	
  conclude	
  
that	
  informed	
  people	
  with	
  the	
  money	
  to	
  pay	
  for	
  the	
  vaccine	
  
have	
  lived,	
  and	
  those	
  who	
  can’t	
  afford	
  it,	
  or	
  don’t	
  know	
  about	
  
it,	
  have	
  died.	
  This	
  is	
  counter	
  to	
  everything	
  the	
  ACIP,	
  the	
  CDC,	
  
the	
  FDA	
  and	
  the	
  NIH	
  stand	
  for.	
  	
  

Your	
  endorsement	
  vote	
  for	
  the	
  FDA	
  recommendation	
  would	
  
realign	
  this	
  committee	
  with	
  its	
  mission	
  and	
  with	
  the	
  values	
  and	
  
expectations	
  of	
  parents	
  with	
  college-­‐age	
  children.	
  We	
  expect	
  
the	
  government	
  to	
  tell	
  us	
  when	
  the	
  health	
  of	
  our	
  children	
  is	
  in	
  
danger	
  and	
  then	
  help	
  us	
  decide	
  what	
  to	
  do.	
  

Because	
  meningitis	
  is	
  nearly	
  always	
  fatal	
  or	
  at	
  least	
  physically	
  
devastating,	
  the	
  low	
  numbers	
  of	
  people	
  affected	
  mask	
  the	
  toll	
  
these	
  cases	
  take	
  on	
  families	
  such	
  as	
  mine	
  and	
  on	
  communities.	
  	
  

My	
  job	
  today	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  understand	
  the	
  depth	
  of	
  the	
  
emptiness	
  we	
  parents	
  feel	
  every	
  day,	
  and	
  the	
  heartache	
  we	
  feel	
  
for	
  those	
  parents	
  who	
  are	
  about	
  to	
  join	
  our	
  ranks	
  –	
  the	
  ranks	
  of	
  
families	
  minus	
  one.	
  Please	
  act	
  so	
  other	
  young	
  people	
  and	
  their	
  



families	
  are	
  not	
  so	
  violently	
  affected	
  by	
  meningitis.	
  Let	
  there	
  
not	
  be	
  another	
  Lauren	
  Jones	
  or	
  an	
  Isaac	
  Raisman,	
  my	
  son	
  who	
  
also	
  died	
  of	
  meningitis.	
  You	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  and	
  I	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  
today.	
  

As	
  for	
  your	
  consideration	
  of	
  cost	
  benefit,	
  I	
  ask	
  you	
  to	
  consider	
  
the	
  following.	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  cost	
  of	
  a	
  life?	
  What	
  is	
  the	
  benefit	
  of	
  a	
  
death?	
  


